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An Analysis of the Irregular Rhymes in Shih Ching

Chiang Chu-chien

The Shih Ching has always been the main source material for the phonetic study of the
ancient Chinese characters. The classification of ancient rthymes in Chinese is also based on
the arrangement that we found in Shih Ching. The twenty-two rhymes that we have thus
evolved from ancient poetry are merely the regular ones, while in Shih Ching we also
encounter many irregular rhymes. The study of these irregular ones is of course useful in
understanding the interelationship among the various rhymes, particularly the phonetic value.

There are one hundred and fifty-nine stanzas in Shih Ching which build themselves on
irregular rhymes. Most of these, 113 in number, are in the group of “upper even tone”, and
there is only one belonging to the “entering tone” group.

The irregular thymes in Shih Ching can be studied in the light of their classifications,
finals and other phonetic phenomena. Such a study will also prove the approximate accuracy
of the ancient phonetic values which Mr. Tung Tung-ho explores in his History of Chinese

Phonetics.
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